
Ancient Traditions…
New Alternatives

Endangered
Species Do
Not Belong in
Traditional
Chinese
Medicine

IT’S THE LAW!

Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has been prac-
ticed for more than 3,000 years, with generations

of families relying on it to maintain their health and
cure illness. The popularity of some TCM cures has
helped drive certain animal species close to extinction,
including tigers and rhinos. Both are protected by U.S.
laws and international agreements. 

The majority of TCM practitioners in the United States
report that the use of tiger and rhino parts today is
rare. Nevertheless, to ensure that tigers and rhinos
remain in the world for our grandchildren to enjoy, all
use of them in TCM must stop. 

Tigers
The tiger is an ancient
symbol of strength and
power, and its bones
have been used to treat
arthritis and muscular
atrophy for centuries.
Because of their use 
in medicines, along 
with other factors like 
habitat loss, tigers in the 
wild have almost dis-
appeared. There are probably fewer than 5,000 tigers
left in the wild. Sadly, the powerful and majestic wild
tiger may not be around for future generations to enjoy. 

Rhinos
Rhino horn has been used in Chinese medicines for
centuries to treat fevers, convulsions, and delirium.
High demand for rhino horns has resulted in a dramat-
ic decline of wild rhino populations. An estimated
3,100 black rhinos survive in Africa. In Asia, the situa-
tion is even more dire, with only about 2,800 left of all
three Asian species combined.
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This publication was made possible by support from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Rhinoceros and Tiger
Conservation Fund.

World Wildlife Fund, known worldwide by its panda logo,
leads international efforts to protect endangered species
and their habitats and to conserve the diversity of life on
Earth.  Now in its fourth decade, WWF works in more
than 100 countries around the globe. Visit WWF’s Web
site at www.worldwildlife.org, or call 800-CALL-WWF 
(800-225-5993) to learn how you can help.
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Save Tigers and Rhinos
For Our Children
By eliminating the use of these endangered species in
TCM, we can help ensure that our children and grandchil-
dren will enjoy these magnificent animals in the wild for
years to come. Let’s leave our children a living planet!

For more information, please contact the TCM Program
Officer at the Species Conservation Program, World
Wildlife Fund, or TRAFFIC North America, or visit
www.worldwildlife.org.

For more information on the Act itself and what the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service is doing on traditional medicines,
please contact traditionalmedicines@fws.gov.

World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th St., NW
Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 293-4800
Fax: (202) 293-9211
www.worldwildlife.org

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4401 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite 700
Arlington, VA 22203

Tel: (703) 358-2095
Fax: (703) 358-2298
www.fws.gov

TRAFFIC North America
c/o World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th St., NW
Washington, DC 20037
Tel: (202) 293-4800
Fax: (202) 775-8287
www.traffic.org

The Law
The product labeling provisions of the U.S. Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act make it illegal in the United
States to sell, import, or export or to attempt to sell,
import, or export any product for human consumption or
application that contains – or even claims to contain –
rhino or tiger parts. 

Anyone doing business as an importer, exporter, or dis-
tributor who knowingly violates this law could go to prison
for up to six months and be fined $5,000. A traveler who
knows about this law and still brings one of these prod-
ucts into the country could face fines up to $12,000.

Counterfeit Medicine
It is important that practitioners know what is in the medi-
cines they give patients and that patients know what they
are taking. Many patented medicines claim to contain
tiger and rhino parts, but are counterfeit. Such claims pro-
mote the continued use of real tiger and rhino parts, and
selling these counterfeit products is also illegal. 

Avoid any medicine that lists tiger or rhino as an ingredi-
ent. Let practitioners and retailers know you do not want
products made from endangered species.

Alternatives
There are alternatives to both tiger and rhino products.
Alternatives to tiger bone have been developed in tradi-
tional Chinese medicine and many practitioners now pre-
scribe them. However, the tiger’s situation is so critical, we
must stop using tiger products altogether. Experts in
China and South Korea have determined that there are
effective anti-inflammatory treatments made from non-
tiger sources. Similarly, a number of herbs and other alter-
natives to rhino horn are believed to be effective for treat-
ing fevers and other ailments. A list of alternatives
endorsed by the American College of Traditional Chinese
Medicine can be found at www.tcmwildlife.org.
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